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very much attached to Madame, because she was
good and useful to the King, he wished to inform
me, that a letter having fallen out of the pocket
of a coat which His Majesty had taken off, he
had had the curiosity to read it, and found it to

be  from  the Countess  de------, who had  already

yielded to the King's desires. In this letter, she
required the King to give her fifty thousand
crowns in money, a regiment for one of her rela-
tions, and a bishopric for another, and to dismiss
Madame in the space of fifteen days, &c. I
acquainted Madame with what this man told me,
and she acted with singular greatness of mind.
She said to me, "I ought to inform the King of
this breach of trust of his servant, who may, by
the same means, come to the knowledge of, and
make a bad use of, important secrets; but I feel
a repugnance to ruin the man: however, I cannot
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